HE SAILS   "TO THE WESTWARD"        255
to sailors since the days of Henry as the Western Is-
lands), sent a trumpeter ashore to ask the governor for
water, and on the said trumpeter being killed, sailed
away without firing a shot   The story, to say the least*
Is unlikely.   It comes through Lindschoten, a Hollander
who got it from the inhabitants of Fayal.    Frobisher
had with him twelve privateers, well armed, six ships
of the royal navy, and two naval pinnaces.   He and his
men were on the jump for loot   Sir John, the veteran
of a score of episodes of cool valour and consummate
audacity, the very pattern of the old traders who blazed
the trails of our modern world, was not the man to
leave unrecorded so astonishing an act of cowardice and
poltroonery.    If Frobisher had committed this act he
should have been court-martialed and dismissed from
the service.   He would have been court-martialed, with-
out doubt, as was Drake on his return from the Lisbon
fiasco.   Instead of which we read that in 1592, having
been examined as to peculation charges and allowed to
go home to Yorkshire on leave, he is at court again,
and while Drake is once more in favour, "carrying it
away from them all," as Birch's Memoirs has it, yet
"Sir Martin is In reasonable good favour."    We are
justified in supposing that the story the Dutchman got
from the frightened people of Fayai was a garbled ver-
sion of some easily explained incident, and it has been
accepted by one historian after another because it was
nobody's business to discredit it.   Frobisher had been
seizing Dutch ships loaded with Spanish cargo right
and left as lawful contraband of war.   Any tale told
about him strained through a Dutchman's prejudiced
mind would need a grain of salt.
We now come to the charges of peculation, and for
that matter incompetence, bribery, corruption, nepotism,
procrastination, and inciting to mutiny. A gentleman
named Thomas Davis, either a self-appointed sea4aw-